September 2018-19
Dear Parent/Caregiver,

Hello!  My name is Marianne Mertz and I am your child’s 7th grade science teacher. This is my 21st year of teaching middle school & my 13th year teaching 7th grade science at Middle School East.   I hope to engage your child in a fascinating year of science education and I look forward to being a partner in your child’s learning experience!

This year your child will learn about the following science topics:

· Energy and Matter: Flows, Cycles, and Conservation
· Earth’s System, History of the Earth, and Human Impacts to the Earth

· Interdependent Relationships in Ecosystems

· Matter and Energy in Organisms and Ecosystems

· Chemical Reactions

· Structure and Property of Matter

· Engineering, Technology and Applications of Science

Grading
Students will be graded based on the following categories of assignments:
· Interactive Notebook
· Classwork/group work
· Labs
· Projects

· Class Participation

· Quizzes

· Tests

Interactive Notebook

The Interactive notebook units are designed to help students acquire, organize and apply scientific information. The activities are interactive – they require students to summarize information, practice a new skill and/or use information to manipulate a model or illustration.  Interactive notebooks should be brought to class daily.  The interactive notebook will be used as a resource since we don’t have a science book.
Homework
Homework is not assigned daily. Students that use class time effectively should not have homework.  Students will have more than enough time during class and academic time to complete daily work.     
Quizzes and Tests
To ensure that the students are regularly completing and understanding their course work, I usually administer a quiz.  On occasion, I assess student progress with a formal test or activity at the end of each unit.  Should your son or daughter earn a quiz or test grade of C or lower, please encourage your child to visit me about ways to improve his or her progress.  Students should study for quizzes and tests at home.  We will also review for tests in class.
Class Participation and Citizenship Guidelines

(O)
Outstanding - ALWAYS prepared, on time, respectful, responsible, uses class time wisely, demonstrates leadership

(G) 
Good - TYPICALLY prepared, on time, respectful, responsible, uses class time wisely, demonstrates leadership

(A) 
Average – USUALLY prepared, on time, respectful, responsible, uses class time wisely, demonstrates leadership

(N) 
Needs Improvement – RARELY prepared, on time, respectful, responsible, uses class time wisely, demonstrates leadership

(U) 
Unacceptable – NEVER prepared, on time, respectful, responsible, uses class time wisely, demonstrates leadership

Late Work
Since the majority of our curriculum is completed in class, late work will not be accepted.  It is expected that students work effectively in class or during academic time.
Absent Work

Students who are absent must check with me upon return from their absence. The student will have the same number of days to make up their work as the number of days they were absent.

Communication
The best way to communicate with me is by email.  We are instructed not to open any unknown emails at L’Anse Creuse, so please put your child’s first and last name in the subject area so I know it’s from a parent and I can open it promptly.  Please sign up for my text reminders which will help you and your child stay up to date with our science agenda.
My email address:
mertzma@lc-ps.org.  

My voicemail: 
493-5200 X 2131
Remind:

text:  @mertz18    to:   81010
Supplies 

· 2 composition notebooks (one for each semester)

· Green folder with pockets

· Glue sticks 

· Scotch tape. 

· Scissors
· Colored pencils
· Checking pen that doesn’t click
Special requests:

· Kleenex

· Clorox/Lysol wipes 

Sincerely,

Marianne Mertz
MSE 7th Grade Science

Please complete the form below and have your child return it to           

Mrs. Mertz as soon as possible.

Student Name: _________________________________________________

Parent/Care Giver Name(s)_______________________________________

Phone numbers: 
____________________________




____________________________




____________________________

Email Address: ___________________________________________________

List any additional information, including medical information that might be helpful.

Do you have any hobbies or interests that you would like to share with the science students?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
